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Car of the Month 

1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe Town Sedan 
By Ralph Lankford 
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My first car was a 1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe Town Sedan I 

purchased in 1974 while in the U.S. Navy.  I drove the car every 

day from where I lived in Norfolk, Virginia, to the Portsmouth Na-

val Shipyard for a couple of years.  I then started to take it apart to 

make some repairs and fell into the trap of disassembling too much 

until I basically had a “basket case.”  I stored that car during my 

many overseas assignments until I retired after more than 26 years 

of military service.  In 2004, I sold that car  

 

 

 

 

 

and bought another 1939 Chevrolet Master Deluxe just like it in 

running condition.  I have been repairing and correcting that resto-

ration ever since as an active member in the Vintage Chevrolet 

Club of America (VCCA) and the Antique Automobile Club of 

America (AACA). 

Perhaps the most interesting new feature of the 1939 Chevrolet was 

the “vacuum gear-shift,” a $10 option that appears to have been 

fitted to most of the 1939s.  A short lever was mounted behind the 

steering wheel, leaving the floor free from the then familiar ob-

struction of the shift lever.  Hence, the Chevy “three on a tree” was 

born.  Chevrolet claimed 80% of the effort required for shifting 

was provided by the vacuum cylinder and only light pressure of the 

fingertips was all that it took to change gears.  Chevrolet retained 

this feature through 1948, supplying it as standard equipment com-

mencing in 1940.  1939 was also the first year Chevrolet mounted 

headlights on the front fenders instead of the sides of the radiator 

shell.  The redesigned radiator grille resembled the 1939 Cadillac 

grille and earned the 1939 Chevrolet the nickname of “Baby Cadil-

lac.”  

Continued on page 4 
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Region Contacts 
 

Bull Run Region Website: 

www.bullrunaaca.org 

Officers 

President:  Bill Holmes 

(703)644-6890  

wholmes2@cox.net 

Vice Pres: Scott Patton 

(703) 474-6909 

klustr18@yahoo.com 

Secretary: Pam Pandolfi 

(703) 754-4668 

pamp.pp25@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Nicki Hudson 

(540) 522-6533 

nancyshudson@msn.com 

Board of Directors 

George Richardson  

(703) 768-1569 

 richardson13@cox.net 

Branden Bazan 

(703) 361-2492 

joe.a.drago@gmail.com 

Pete Pandolfi 

(703)754-4668  

Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov 

BRR Website Coordinator 

Bill Holmes 

wholmes2@cox.net 

BRR Sunshine Committee: 

Joann Richardson 

(703) 768-1569 

richardson13@cox.net 

The President’s Page  by Luke Stakenborg 

Hello everyone! I hope that all of you had a Happy Hanukah, Merry 

Christmas and a wonderful New Year’s celebration. Most of you by 

now are aware that I had elected to step down as President for this up-

coming term. I had all intentions in running for a third term but my life 

had taken an unexpected turn professionally. I still will remain an active 

member of the club but I will not participate in any offices or commit-

tees until my life gets back on course. These past two years have been 

great for me as your regional president. I encourage all members who 

have not run for an office or board of directors to do so. It has been 

quite fulfilling. I want to thank everyone with great thanks and admira-

tion. This position could not have been possible without the support and 

encouragement from the membership.  

I would like to personally congratulate Bill Holmes for stepping up to 

the plate in assuming the office of President. After a unanimous vote 

last meeting, Bill was elected to serve. An excellent decision! I am cer-

tain that Bill will do an outstanding job and I look forward to see what 

he has in store for all of us. Congratulations again to all of the other of-

ficers and newly elected board of directors and ODMA representatives. 

It has been a true honor and privilege serving as your president. I will 

see all of you on January the 11th at 3:00 p.m. for the annual installation 

banquet at the City Tavern restaurant.  

Sincerely 

yours, 

Luke 

 

 

http://www.bullrunaaca.org/
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mailto:klustr18@yahoo.com
mailto:nancyshudson@msn.com
mailto:richardson13@cox.net
mailto:joe.a.drago@gmail.com
mailto:Peter.Pandolfi@tsa.dhs.gov
mailto:wholmes2@cox.net
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Dear members of the Bull Run Region,  

I was very honored to be elected as your President for 

2015.  I have enjoyed meeting and working with you over 

the last 9 years as a member and recently as the Webmas-

ter for the Region website.  I am looking forward to get-

ting to know all of you better.  I have been an AACA 

member since the early 1970’s and have been a member 

of several different regions as my Navy career moved me 

around to different areas.  I first became interested in Old 

cars as a kid growing up in western Pennsylvania.  That is 

the only thing my Dad owned, so they became second 

nature to me.  I had a ‘57 Ford Fairlane and a ‘53 Buick 

Special while in high school.  Later after college I owned 

and restored a 1922 Willys Overland touring car and now 

have a 1941 Buick Super, 4 door Phaeton which I am re-

storing.   Hopefully a Packard is somewhere in the fu-

ture!  I also have started racing in Precision Road Rallies 

with antique cars and went on the 2012 Great Race as the 

mechanic for my good friend and Naval Academy class-

mate who introduced  me to this aspect of the old car 

sport. 

The Region has several of the same  challenges that face 

almost all volunteer organizations.  That is, how to grow 

our membership and bring fun and meaningful activities 

to the membership.  Over the next month, I will be di-

rectly contacting each member to discuss the following 

ideas and your input.  I have already spoken to many of 

you and I appreciate the candid input.  Brandon Bazan, a 

new regional Director for 2015 will be heading up a sur-

vey of the membership in the next month.  Your response 

is crucial, so please respond with your thoughts.   

We have over 250 National AACA members residing in 

the  Northern Virginia area which Bull Run Region repre-

sents that are not members of the region or who do not 

participate in our regular activities.  I have met with the 

2015  Executive Board, and we have all agreed that 

reaching out to these fellow hobby enthusiasts is our first 

priority for 2015.  Secondly, we need to enliven our ac-

tivities and meetings if we hope to attract any of these 

members and  keep the club interesting to the current 

membership.  We will be putting together a much more 

robust group of meeting speakers and activities for 

2015.  I hope you will be interested in joining us more 

often. 

We, of course, need to expand the group of volunteers 

who are helping plan and execute the Regions mission 

and activates.  By agreeing to take on an activity or serve 

on a committee, I think you will find the Old Car hobby 

more interesting and fulfilling and help spread the work-

load among the membership.  My plan is to have activi-

ties you can consider that will be able to tap into your in-

terests and time availability  without having to make a 

major time commitment.  I know we are all busy with 

work, kids and family and other activities.  So please be 

thinking of how best you could assist, whether it be on a 

call tree, bring refreshments for a meeting, serving on a 

committee or planning a club event, every little bit 

helps.  If we all pitch in , I am confident we can have an 

exciting and vibrant club.  

Key volunteers are need on the: 

 Program Committee to plan out 2015 activities and 

speakers 

Volunteers to follow up with new members 

Volunteers to help with the annual Rohr show and to 

fill in some open Committee slots 

Volunteers to be the lead coordinator for the 2015 

events 

  

I hope this will be an exciting 2015 for all of you and 

look forward to enjoying some new car activities with all 

of you. 

Thanks again for the opportunity to serve the Region as 

2015 President, 

Sincerely  

Bill Holmes  

Message from the Regional President 

January Automotive Trivia Question 

What was the first car fitted with an alternator,  

rather than a direct current dynamo? 

 

See answer on Page 8 
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Editor’s Notes   by Peter W. Pandolfi:  

Bull Run Region AACA  
The Clutch Chatter Editor  
6837 General Longstreet’s Line  
Manassas, VA 20109-2225  
 

Welcome to the new format Clutch Chatter.  I believe 

you will notice several new areas such as birthdays, 

anniversaries and member news.  Once I receive an 

updated membership roster, I intend to recognize new 

members in a Welcome section as new members ar-

rive.  I also ask you to submit any little tidbit of infor-

mation you would like to share with the Region mem-

bership for the Member News section.  Just a couple 

of sentences and no pictures.  I have included events 

in the Calendar section for the next three months.  

Each issue will include activities for the following 

three months.  If you know of an event and it is not on 

the calendar, please let me know.  I also hope to re-

ceive member submitted articles on club events com-

plete with pictures for publication.  Please submit any 

articles, pictures or ideas to me at email: 

rr4pwp@gmail.com.  Thanks and I hope everyone has 

a Happy New Year and that I will see you at the in-

stallation dinner in January. 

Deadline for Clutch Chatter Submissions: 

25th of each month for inclusion in the next issue. 

January Anniversaries 

Richard & Pat Porter  Jan 1 

David & Mary Claveloux Jan 6 

 

January Birthdays    

Patricia Porter   Jan 1 

Luke Stakenborg  Jan 1 

Thomas Loren   Jan 8 

Chris Sessler   Jan 11 

Patricia Paquette  Jan 12 

Bud Lewis   Jan 13 

Jim Batchelder  Jan 19 

Richard Porter   Jan 19 

Patrice Fetter   Jan 30 

 

 

 

Car of the Month continued 

Chevrolet dealers complained the 1939 was rather 

plain compared to the more modern looking Fords and 

Plymouths of the time.  So, the production line was 

changed in Spring 1939 to incorporate some options 

available for the early production models into the late 

production models, to include changing the face of the 

instrument gauges from dark green-brown to white. 

These previous early model options included as stan-

dard on late models were chrome headlight rings, 

chrome front fender grilles, and “low-wing” hood or-

nament.  

There were two series of Chevrolets for 1939 named 

“Master 85” and “Master Deluxe.”  This was the first 

year for a 

Chevrolet 

wood 

body sta-

tion 

wagon and 

there were 

no con-

vertibles.  

Prices 

were re-

duced for 

1939 and 

although volume fell short of the record set in 1937, 

Chevrolet sales forged ahead of the previous year 

widening Chevrolet’s lead over Ford.  This particular 

model, the Master Deluxe two-door Town Sedan, was 

by far the customer favorite in 1939 with 220,181 cars 

being produced out of a total 577,278 production line 

for all 1939 Chevrolets.  The car weighed 2,875 

pounds, produced 85 horsepower from a 216 cubic 

inch (3.5 L) engine and the base price was $720.   

 

Continued on page 6 
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Meeting Minutes for December 14, 2014 by Scott Patton, Secretary 

On Sunday December 14 our monthly meeting was 

held at the VFW in Manassas. We had 17 members 

present. This meeting was our annual cookie exchange 

and after eating a few cookies President Luke Staken-

borg called the meeting to order and we began with 

the Pledge of Allegiance. It was nice to see some 

members we have not seen in a while, Ray and Lenita 

Franklin, Jim Cross and his guest Tank Edwards. 

Luke began with the announcement that he will have 

to step down from his President elect status for the 

next term due to work constraints. Jim Cross mo-

tioned that we elect a new President and all were in 

favor. Bill Holmes accepted the nomination and says 

he will be looking forward to working with everyone. 

 

Treasurers Report: Treasurer Nicki Hudson read her 

report and it was accepted and she also reminded us 

that membership dues are due. 

 

Sunshine: Erma Lewis, member since 1967 has passed 

away. Her funeral was on December 13. Bill Holmes 

motioned that we spend $100 for an engraved brick in 

her name. Motion was accepted and a condolence card 

has been sent. 

 

Bill Holmes announces that the northern Virginia area 

has over 300 national AACA members. Bill's empha-

sis as next President will be to increase our region's 

membership and activities. Lenita Franklin wins 

50/50, then after more cookies we move on to Bill 

Holme's presentation of plating small parts. 

Bill begins by explaining to us the lower cost of a do 

it your self plating kit, especially if you have many 

small parts in your restoration project. For example, 

you can anodize nut and bolts to prevent rust, corro-

sion or wear. You can also plate small parts for deco-

ration whether it be chrome, brass etc. Bill demon-

strates how the plating kit works using a small C bat-

tery, a solution and the metal that is to be plated on to 

the part through electrolysis. He also explains to us 

that these home plating kits are readily available from 

companies like Eastwood and the parts to be plated 

must be very clean and free of rust or corrosion.  

Bill Holmes shows members several parts he plated 

at home using the mail order kit on the table. 

Bill instructs, from the left, members Dave 

Claveloux, Ray Franklin, Luke Stakenborg and Jim 

Cross in the necessity of thoroughly cleaning the 

part before plating. 
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2015 Calendar of Events and Activities 

Bull Run Region Calendar: 
Jan 11—Annual Awards and Installation Dinner, City 
Tavern, Manassas 

Feb 8—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Mar 8, 2015—Monthly Meeting, Manassas VFW 

Area Calendar: 

Mar 14—Richmond Region 2nd indoor/outdoor swap 
meet 

Mar 14—Chesapeake Region auto parts and car corral 

National AACA Calendar: 

Feb 12-14—AACA Annual Meeting 

Mar 6-8—Puerto Rico Region Winter Meet 

Mar 18-21—Annual Grand National & Western Spring 
dual meets Tucson , AZ 

 

Thanks to Ray & Lenita Franklin, Daryl & Cathy Baker, 

Franklin Gage, Pam Pandolfi and Mike Fogerty for par-

ticipating in the Greater Manassas Christmas Parade. 

Special thanks to Bill Holmes for an informative talk on 

electro-plating small parts at home.  The information is 

very useful for anyone working on a restoration project. 

It is not too late to renew your membership.  Contact Bill 

Sessler as 703-368-2367or email sesslerize@comcast.net.   

 

       

Programs 
TBD 

Car Show  

Scott Patton 

Car of the Month 

Steve White 

Membership Roster  

Bill Sessler  

Membership Recruiting 

Charlie Buhl 

New Member Welcoming  

TBD 

Judging  

Franklin Gage  

Sunshine  
Joann Richardson 

Old Dominion Meet Association Rep  

Franklin Gage and Warren Bain   

Northern Virginia Car Club Council Rep  

TBD 

Club Store  

Nancy Windingland and Joan Richardson  

Estate Assistance  

Bill Sessler  

Technical Webmaster  

Nathan Clark  

Webmaster and Advertisement  

William B "Bill" Holmes  

50/50 Raffle  

George Richardson  

 

 

 

Feb 8 Jon Battle "What's a Terraplane?" 

Mar 8 Luke Stakenborg 1969 Lincoln Mark III  

Editor’s Note: Jon  Battle is soliciting speakers for the 

rest of the year. Please consider contacting Jon to get 

scheduled to speak about any antique vehicle related 

topic – to include discussing your pride and joy, your first 

car, your first restoration, or any technical topic. Got a 

short movie or friend with automotive skills, these re-

sources can be used for a possible presentation.  

Car of the Month continued 

The original prices of the accessories on my car were:  

Outside Rear-View Mirror Set - $5.90, Rear Safety Re-

flector (“Red Reflex”)  - $1.25, License Plate Reflector 

Set - $0.39, Front Fender Lamps - $6.00, Full Wheel Hub 

Cap Set - $9.90, Wheel Trim Ring Set - $6.95, Deluxe 

Steering Wheel - $9.90, Front Bumper Guard - $2.50, 

Rear Bumper Guard - $2.75, Country Horn Set - $9.50, 

Fog Lights - $8.25, Passenger Visor - $2.45, Visor Vanity 

Mirror -Passenger Arm Rest - $2.25, Electric Clock - 

$9.95, Deluxe Universal Bumper Jack - $3.95, $1.00, De-

froster - $6.95, Heater - $10.95, Radiator Overflow Tank 

- $1.95, Radiator Cover - $1.25, Heater Shut-Off Valve - 

$0.60, Driver Door Locking Handle - $2.50, Column 

Shifter - $9.95, Vacuum Booster Fuel Pump - $8.00, 

Front Fender Grilles - $9.95, and “High-Wing” Hood Or-

nament - $3.75. 

 

 

 

Member News 

Special Presentation Schedule  

2015 Region Committees 



 7 

The morning sun shone bright.  It was unusually warm for 

December 6, and the day held much promise.  At least that 

was what the people in Miami, Florida enjoyed.  The peo-

ple in Manassas, Virginia were greeted with heavy over-

cast skies and a 100% chance of rain with temperatures in 

the low 50’s.   

Despite the weather, there was a large turnout for the 69th 

Greater Manassas Christmas Parade.  While down from 

last year’s attendance, there was still a large crowd of 

spectators all along the parade route.  As we have for the 

past eight years, Bull Run Region provided several VIP 

cars and had a contingent of antique vehicles in the pa-

rade.   

Representing the club with VIP cars this year were Ray 

and Lenita Franklin with their 1971 Pontiac LeMans con-

vertible.  They carried the Manassas area Delegate, Jack-

son Miller.  Pam Pandolfi in her 1965 Corvair convertible 

carried the Manassas Woman of the Year Meg Carroll.  

Franklin Gage drove Gulf War Veteran Teh Gibson in a 

1986 Chrysler LeBaron convertible.  Pete Pandolfi in his 

1967 Oldsmobile Cutlass convertible patiently waited for 

the club to arrive at the VIP staging area and joined in 

with the group.  At least he got to keep the top up during 

the drive.   

The club contingent was comprised of Mike Fogerty with 

his 1964 Dodge convertible and Daryl and Katie Baker 

with his 1939 Chevy school bus.   

 

Center Street in Manassas 

One of the Macy’s Style Balloons 

Daryll’s 1939 Chevy School Bus 

Mike’s 1964 Dodge Polara Converti-

Manassas Park High School Marching 
Band 

Greater Manassas Christmas Parade 2014 
By Peter Pandolfi 
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There was one fortunate stroke of luck.  The VIP cars are 

in the very front of the parade and had their tops down so 

all could see the distinguished guest they were driving.  

The rain held off just long enough to complete the parade 

route and discharge their passengers.  Immediately the 

tops went up as the rain came down.  By the time Mike, 

Daryl and Pete entered the parade route, about the middle 

of the parade, the rain started.  Fortunately, no one really 

wanted to see Mike and Pete so their tops remained up 

and they remained dry.  Daryl and Katie did not have to 

worry about getting wet.  Without an operational wind-

shield wiper, see out was their challenge. 

Even with the wet weather, everyone had fun and en-

joyed the donuts, coffee and hot chocolate.  We will have 

this opportunity again next year.  Plan to join in on the 

fun.  The Greater Manassas Christmas Parade is always 

the first Saturday in December.   

Old Town Hall and Fire Station on Center Street, Ma-

nassas 

Some of the crowds in Old Town Manassas.  City 

Tavern is in the building on the right. 

Center Street in Manassas 

January Trivia Question Answer: 

The 1960 Plymouth Valiant 


